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Minutesof MorrisonFarmSiteWalk C
Saturday,July 10, 2010at10:30AM

PRESENT: LaurenRosenzweigMorton, Chair
Michael Gowing,Vice Chair,TerraFriedrichs,Clerk,JanetAdachi

Tom Tidman,NaturalResourcesDirector

PublicAttendees:CharlesandAngelaAaronson
Maya Spies,Kitty and Bob Cunkelman,Alfred Shcattschneider,Ann Forbes

Tom Tidmanled us ona tourofthebarnandthehouseanddiscussedsomeofthe
structuralissuespointedoutby theconsultingarchitectin thereport. We all looked
atanoverviewoftheplanonseveralofthelargemaps. Tom thenled usoverto Ice
HousePondalongtheConcordRoadsidewalk. Hepointedouttheold Paddock
Area,andindicatedthatthis areawasidentifiedfor parkingbecauseit would allow
thecarsto beparkedsomewhatbelowgrade,andthetreesthatwouldbecutfor the
mostpartareonesthat arenot doingsowell andwould likely needto comedownin
thenearfutureanyway. At IceHousePondwewalkedabit into thetrail that
fishermenuseto walk aroundthepond. It goesmostofthewayaroundthepond
andbacktowardMorrisonFarm. However,it is wet in someplacesandwould need
aboardwalkto bepassable.We discussedtheideaof aboardwalk/trailall theway
aroundthepondandagreedthat suchapathwould besuitablefor pedestriansbut
not bicycles. Our concensuswas thatriders on theBruceFreemantrail would park
theirbicyclesandwalkthroughMorrison.

Within thefoundationoftheold Ice Housethepossibility existsofconstructinga
playground. EastActon hasno nearbyplaygrounds,soaplaygroundwould bea nice
amenity,especiallyin closeproximity to theBruceFreemanrail trail andtheEast
Acton Village area.

We thenwalkedbackto theMorrison Farmpropertyandtouredthe“wet meadow”.
Tom pointedout theinvasivespecies,andexplainedwhatonetypically finds in this
habitat.

Wewalkedadjacentto theorganiccommunitygardensandobservedtheorchard
plantedin honorofformerStateSenatorPamResor.Thepossibilityexiststo
expandtheorchard.Thepossibilityalso existsto expandtheorganicgardens.
Thereis a waitinglist ofpeoplewho would love to be givenaspacein there.

We thenwalkedto theareaoftheproposedathleticfields. Theremainingareapast
theorchardandtheorganicgardensis a grassymeadowup to thestonewall. Past
thestonewall is forest.



Theareaaroundthebendin themeadowis largeandflat. It is flat enoughto turn
into fieldswith little morethatmowingit downto grass,andpossibleminor
smoothing/seeding.It is now ameadowwith wildflowers andis borderedby trees.

From therewewalkedto theforestedarea.Trailsalreadyexist. Easyto do a ioop
backto themeadow.Sometrails go deeperinto thewoods. Tom pointedoutwhere
theold abutmentofa bridgeis located.Thebridge if reconstructedwould allow
accessbackto theBruceFreemanRail Trail andGreatRoad.

At 11:45AM weadjournedanddroveoverto thePublicSafetyBuilding for a Team
Building Workshop.
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